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CONTACT

INFORMATION

Department of International Development Phone: +44 7534 035357
London School of Economics Email: b.seol@lse.ac.uk
Houghton Street Website: bookangseol.com
London, WC2A 2AE

EMPLOYMENT Postdoctoral Fellow, Dept. of International Development, LSE 2023-

EDUCATION Ph.D. in Economics, Columbia University 2023
MPA/ID (Intl. Development), Harvard Kennedy School 2017
A.B. in Economics, Harvard University 2013

FIELDS Development Economics, Applied Microeconomics

FELLOWSHIPS

AND AWARDS

London School of Economics
STEG SRG (£25K); The LSE Seed Research Fund (£20K) 2025
Teaching Excellence Award (Class Teacher Award) 2024, 2025
LSE RIIF (Research Infrastructure and Investment Fund) 2023-2024

Columbia University
CDEP Fellow, Center for Development Economics and Policy 2022-2023
Dissertation Fellowship; The Jones Fellowship for Econ and History 2022-2023
PER (Program for Economic Research) Summer Research Fellow 2022
PER Field Fund 2022
CDEP Field Research Fund 2021
Young-Iob Chung Fellowship 2019-2020
Dean’s Fellow 2017-2022

Harvard University
The Harvard International Development Internship Fund (HIDIF) 2016
Morris Kronfeld Prize (for showing the greatest academic improvements) 2013

Others
Army Achievement Medal from the US Army 2010

WORKING PAPERS The Endogenous Returns to Infrastructure: Social Institutions and the
Choice of Development Paths [Most recent version]

A “Godsend” Y2K Bug: Is It Misallocation or Market Access That Stifles
Firm Growth?

Access vs. Quality in Education: Trade-off in Expanding Access to Edu-
cation in India

RESEARCH AND

WORK EXPERIENCE

Summer Intern for Rohini Pande, Harvard Kennedy School Summer 2016
Analyst, The World Development Report 2016, The World Bank 2014-2015
Research Assistant for Pol Antràs, Harvard University 2013-2014
Research Assistant for Ed Glaeser, Harvard University Fall 2013
Research Assistant for Ricardo Hausmann, Harvard Kennedy School 2011-2013
Military service, the Korean Army 2008-2010

mailto:bookang.seol@columbia.edu
http://www.bookangseol.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DzbaNKuDGG2gFj4ZUI3jH-z7J7Dari7g/view?usp=drive_link


TEACHING

EXPERIENCE

Teaching Assistant
International Trade Fall 2021
Industrial Organization (Undergraduate/Master’s) Spring 2020, Spring 2021
Principles of Economics, Head TA Fall 2019, Fall 2020
Game Theory (Undergraduate/Master’s) Spring 2019, Fall 2018

REFEREEING

ACTIVITIES

Industrial and Corporate Change, Journal of the European Economic Association,
Politics and Governance, Quarterly Journal of Economics

INVITED

ACADEMIC

SERVICE

Invited manuscript reviewer, Korean Economy Civic Lecture Series: “Saemaul Un-
dong” (edited volume), 2026

OTHER

INFORMATION

Citizenship: South Korea
Languages: English, Korean
Programming: Python, ArcGIS, STATA, MATLAB, R
Leadership Experience: President (2016-2017), Harvard Korea Society

REFERENCES Miguel Urquiola
Dean of Social Sciences
Department of Economics
Columbia University
msu2101@columbia.edu
+1 (212) 854-8908

Suresh Naidu
Professor of Economics and SIPA
Department of Economics
Columbia University
sn2430@columbia.edu
+1 (212) 854-0027

Eric Verhoogen
Professor of Economics and SIPA
Department of Economics
Columbia University
eric.verhoogen@columbia.edu
+1 (212) 854-4428

mailto:msu2101@columbia.edu
mailto:sn2430@columbia.edu
mailto:eric.verhoogen@columbia.edu

